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The International Policy and Research Conference on Social Security took place

from 29 September to 1 October 2010 in Luxembourg on the theme of "Emerging

trends in times of instability: New challenges and opportunities for social security".
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With a forward-looking perspective, this International Policy and Research Conference

aimed to:

Identify the new demographic context which encompasses, among other things, the

challenges of an evolving life-cycle and of increasing migration

Analyse the consequences of the current financial crisis and related socio-economic

changes for the future of  social security

Assess the impact of major emerging mega-trends on social policies and on forthcoming

social security challenges.

The Conference, organized by the International Social Security Association, and at the

invitation of the Association of Social Security Institutions of Luxembourg, brought together

more than 300 researchers, policy-makers, administrators and other members of the

international social security community, and provided a unique platform for discussion on

how social security can adapt to emerging challenges.

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Christian Aspalter , Beijing Normal University-Hong Kong Baptist University (China);

Nicholas Barr , London School of Economics and Politics (United Kingdom); Jos Berghman ,

Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium); Bea Cantillon , University of Antwerpen (Belgium);

Mohammed Chaabane , Centre for Research and Studies of Social Security (Tunisia);

Agnieska Chlon-Dominciak , Ministry of Labour and Social Policy (Poland); Gösta Esping-

Andersen , University of Pompeu Fabra (Spain); Tetsuo Fukawa , National Institute of

Population and Social Security Research (Japan); Neil Gilbert , University of California,

Berkeley (United States); Evance Kalula , University of Cape Town (South Africa); Olli

Kangas , Social Insurance Institution (Finland); María Patricia Kurczyn Villalobos , National

Autonomous University of Mexico (Mexico); Milko Matijascic , Institute of Applied Economic

Research (Brazil); Einar Overbye , Oslo University College (Norway); Joakim Palme ,

Institute for Futures Studies (Sweden); Sara E. Rix , AARP Public Policy Institute (United

States); Peter Saunders , University of New South Wales (Australia); Achim Seifert ,

University of Luxembourg (Luxembourg); Roland Sigg , ISSA General Secretariat.
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HAUX, TINA. UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX. UNITED KINGDOM., OCTOBER 2010

Activating lone parents: Applying alternative approaches to the British
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ØVERBYE, EINAR. OSLO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. NORWAY., OCTOBER 2010

Activation and the coordination challenge
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PDF: EN | FR

LUDWINEK, ANNA. EUROPEAN FOUNDATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF LIVING AND

WORKING CONDITIONS. IRELAND., OCTOBER 2010

Active inclusion of young people with health problems or disabilities

PDF: EN | FR | ES

DAZA ARAMAYO, LOURDES GABRIELA. UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS PRAGUE.

REPÚBLICA CHECA., NOVEMBER 2010

Analysis of social security coverage in Latin America: Feasibility and

possible strategies

PDF: EN | FR

SONG, JAE. SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. UNITED STATES., NOVEMBER 2010

An alternative path to retirement: Evidence from Social Security disabil-

ity Insurance benefit applicants

PDF: EN | FR

BLOMBERG, HELENA. JOHANNA KALLIO. CHRISTIAN KROLL. OLLI KANGAS. MIKKO

NIEMELÄ. UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI. SOCIAL INSURANCE INSTITUTION. FINLAND., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Attitudes towards welfare policies among high-risk groups in Europe

PDF: EN | FR

GONZÁLEZ, LAURA. PATRICIA FOTI. RAQUEL SOSA. BRUNO RIENZI. UNIVERSIDAD DE LA

REPÚBLICA DEL URUGUAY. URUGUAY., NOVEMBER 2010

Benefits and challenges of using geographic information systems to en-

hance social security services

PDF: EN | FR

KAY, STEPHEN. MILKO MATIJASCIC. FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF ATLANTA. UNITED

STATES. INSTITUTE OF APPLIED ECONOMIC RESEARCH. BRAZIL., NOVEMBER 2010

Brazilian social security in comparative perspective: Expenditures, redis-

tribution and inequality
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RAMIREZ LOPEZ, BERENICE PATRICIA. UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL AUTÓNOMA DE MÉX-

ICO. MÉXICO., NOVEMBER 2010

Individual capitalization-based pensions and the separation of finance

and health service benefits: A way to extend coverage in Mexico?

PDF: EN | FR

XHUMARI, MERITA. UNIVERSITY OF TIRANA. ALBANIA., NOVEMBER 2010

Challenges facing the old-age pension system in the Western Balkans

PDF: EN | FR

RAVI KANBUR, CORNELL UNIVERSITY, UNITED STATES, NOVEMBER 2010

Conceptualizing social security and income redistribution

PDF: EN | FR | ES

GARCÍA FLORES, JACINTO. BENEMÉRITA UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE PUEBLA. MÉX-

ICO., NOVEMBER 2010

The recruitment of seniors and tax deductions for enterprises in Mexico

PDF: EN | FR

ISSA GENERAL SECRETARIAT, GENEVA, NOVEMBER 2010

Emerging trends in times of instability: New challenges and opportuni-

ties for social security

PDF: EN | FR | ES

MARRUECOS HUETE, JESÚS CARLOS. ASOCIACIÓN ESPAÑOLA DE SALUD Y SEGURI-

DAD SOCIAL. ESPAÑA., NOVEMBER 2010

Strategies to guarantee the financing of social security in the current

crisis
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PDF: EN | FR

POTTAVEETTIL REMESH, BABU. INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY. INDIA.,

NOVEMBER 2010

Extending social protection for unorganized sector workers in India:

One step forward, two steps backward?

PDF: EN | FR

KARADENIZ, OGUZ. PAMUKKALE UNIVERSITY. TURKEY., NOVEMBER 2010

Extension of health services coverage for needy in Turkey: From social

assistance to general health insurance

PDF: EN | FR

ACKSON, TULIA. UNIVERSITY OF DAR ES SALAAM. UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Extension of social security coverage to the excluded in Tanzania: Leg-

islative and new policy directions

PDF: EN | FR

KIM, JIN SOO. SEONG YOUNG LEE. YONSEI UNIVERSITY. REPUBLIC OF KOREA. UNIVER-

SITY OF OXFORD. UNITED KINGDOM., NOVEMBER 2010

Extinction or evolution? A study of the challenges and the future of so-

cial insurance in Korea

PDF: EN | FR

GUILLEMARD, ANNE-MARIE. UNIVERSITÉ PARIS DESCARTES SORBONNE. FRANCE.,

OCTOBER 2010

Coping with the demographic challenge: A new approach to managing a

long-living society

PDF: EN | FR

ESSOUSSI, KAMEL. CAISSE NATIONALE DE RETRAITE ET DE PRÉVOYANCE SOCIALE.

TUNISIE., NOVEMBER 2010

Women and social security: Between tradition, modernity and equality

of access to benefits - The Tunisian approach
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PDF: EN | FR

QUENÉ, MARJOLEIN. SOCIALE VERZEKERINGSBANK. NETHERLANDS., NOVEMBER 2010

Financial protection for future survivors: The National Survivor Benefits

Act in the Netherlands

PDF: EN | FR | ES

RUIZ MORENO, ANGEL GUILLERMO. UNIVERSIDAD DE GUADALAJARA. MÉXICO., NOVEM-

BER 2010

Financing social security in a time of employment crisis

PDF: EN | FR

TANGIAN, ANDRANIK. HANS-BÖCKLER-FOUNDATION AND KARLSRUHE INSTITUTE OF

TECHNOLOGY. GERMANY., NOVEMBER 2010

Flexicurity: Monitoring indicators and policy proposals

PDF: EN | FR

WADENSJÖ, ESKIL. GABRIELLA SJÖGREN LINDQUIST. SWEDISH INSTITUTE FOR SO-

CIAL RESEARCH. SWEDEN., NOVEMBER 2010

Immigrants and the social security system in Sweden

PDF: EN | FR

KANTI SAHU, BIMAL. EMPLOYEES' STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION. INDIA., NOVEM-

BER 2010

Improvements in life expectancy and sustainability of social security

schemes: A challenge worldwide

PDF: EN | FR

WANG, FANG. GUANG WU. LING QIAN. MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCES AND SOCIAL

SECURITY. MINISTRY OF HEALTH. THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA., NOVEMBER

2010

Improving the health insurance framework to meet the primary health

service demands of Chinese farmer-turned domestic migrant workers

Documents - ISSA https://www.issa.int/en_GB/web/event-64674-6th-international-policy-and-research-conference-on-so...

6 of 16 06.07.2017 15:36



PDF: EN | FR

GONZÁLEZ, LAURA. GABRIEL LÓPEZ. FABRICIO ALVAREZ. UNIVERSIDAD DE LA

REPÚBLICA DEL URUGUAY. URUGUAY., NOVEMBER 2010

Integrating advanced web technologies in a social security portal

PDF: EN | FR

AIRIO, ILPO. SOCIAL INSURANCE INSTITUTION FINLAND. FINLAND, OCTOBER 2010

In-work poverty and unemployment in Finland: Dual labour market or

reserve workers?

PDF: EN | FR

EUZÉBY, CHANTAL. UNIVERSITÉ PIERRE MENDÈS FRANCE. FRANCE., OCTOBER 2010

Active integration in the European Union in response to the crisis

PDF: EN | FR

SMIT, NICOLA. ELMARIE FOURIE. UNIVERSITY OF JOHANNESBURG. SOUTH AFRICA., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Labour market flexibility, migration and inflexible social protection in

the SADC region

PDF: EN | FR

MILLS, CATHERINE. UNIVERSITÉ DE PARIS I. FRANCE., NOVEMBER 2010

The economic and financial crisis: The explosion of social deficits and

the challenges of an alternative reform of the financing of renewed so-

cial protection

PDF: EN | FR | ES

FERNÁNDEZ SALAS, MARÍA EUGENIA. UNIVERSIDAD DEL ZULIA.VENEZUELA., NOVEM-

BER 2010

The extension of social protection for old age under the new social se-

curity system in Venezuela
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PDF: EN | FR | ES

RODRIGUEZ CARDO, IVÁN ANTONIO. UNIVERSIDAD DE OVIEDO. ESPAÑA., NOVEMBER

2010

The role of retirement in employment policies in Spain

PDF: EN | FR

RUBEL, KATARZYNA. UNIVERSITÉ MONTESQUIEU BORDEAUX IV. FRANCE., NOVEMBER

2010

Covering dependency among the elderly: The challenge for social secu-

rity and family solidarity

PDF: EN | FR | ES

CEINOS SUÁREZ, ANGELES. UNIVERSIDAD DE OVIEDO. ESPAGNE., NOVEMBER 2010

Social protection for foreign workers in Spain

PDF: EN | FR | ES

MENDIZÁBAL BERMÚDEZ, GABRIELA. UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DEL ESTADO DE

MORELOS. MEXIQUE., NOVEMBER 2010

Social protection for migrant workers from Mexico

PDF: EN | FR

FRANÇOIS DE JOUVENEL. FUTURIBLES. FRANCE., NOVEMBER 2010

Social security facing world upheaval

PDF: EN | FR

RADULICA MONTSERRAT, SIMONA MANUELA. UNIVERSITÉ DE LAUSANNE. SUISSE., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Social security and new information technology risks
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PDF: FR

MEVA'A ABOMO, DOMINIQUE. UNIVERSITÉ DE DOUALA. CAMEROON, SEPTEMBER 2010

Les défis de l'investissement social face à l'augmentation rapide du cap-

ital humain, la récession du marché de l'emploi et la crise de gouver-

nance dans le Tiers Monde

PDF: EN | FR

DAMON, JULIEN. SYLVAIN LEMOINE. FRANÇOIS DE JOUVENEL. PIERRE-YVES CUSSET.

SCIENCES PO. CAISSE D'ALLOCATIONS FAMILIALES DE RENNES. FUTURIBLES.

FRANCE., NOVEMBER 2010

Social policy confronts innovation: Presentation of the Futuribles study

PDF: EN | FR

MZID, NOURI. UNIVERSITÉ DE SFAX. TUNISIE., NOVEMBER 2010

The Tunisian social protection system: Emergence of the principle of sol-

idarity and the challenges of dysfunctions

PDF: EN | FR | ES

CAMACHO SOLIS, JULIO ISMAEL. UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE CHIAPAS. MEXIQUE., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Migrants and workers in the informal sector excluded from social secu-

rity: proposals for inclusion

PDF: EN | FR

OLIVIER, MARIUS PAUL. OCKERT DUPPER. INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL

LAW AND POLICY. AUSTRALIA. UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH. SOUTH AFRICA., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Migration patterns and social protection responses: Perspectives from

South and Southern Africa

PDF: EN | FR

MARX, IVE. NATASCHA VAN MECHELEN . UNIVERSITY OF ANTWERP. BELGIUM., OCTO-

BER 2010

Minimum income protection in times of crisis
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PDF: EN | FR

AMITSIS, GABRIEL. HIGHER TECHNICAL INSTITUTE OF ATHENS. GREECE., NOVEMBER

2010

Mixed social security benefits for persons outside the labour market 

Addressing the Greek solidarity paradigm

PDF: EN | FR

DOSTAL, JÖRG MICHAEL. SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY. REPUBLIC OF KOREA., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Nigerian pension reform 2004-2010: Great leap or inappropriate policy

design?

PDF: EN | FR

SINGH, SHARAD. EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ORGANISATION. INDIA., NOVEMBER

2010

Organizational effectiveness of select Indian social security organiza-

tions - A diagnostic study

PDF: EN | DE | ES

BUSTOS, MARTA. MARLENE ARAYA CUELLO. UNIVERSIDAD DE VALPARAISO. CHILE., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Basic solidarity old-age pensions: An impact assessment on the standard

of living of beneficiaries

PDF: EN | FR

KUNÉ, JAN B. APG GROUP. NETHERLANDS., NOVEMBER 2010

Pensions in a shrinking economy

PDF: EN | FR

GHAI, MRIDULA. EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ORGANISATION. INDIA., NOVEMBER

2010

Policy interventions for bridging the social security coverage gap in the

unorganized sector in the BRIC countries
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PDF: EN | FR

TURNER, JOHN A. PENSION POLICY CENTER. UNITED STATES., NOVEMBER 2010

Political risk with automatic adjustment mechanisms for social security:

Is automatic really automatic?

PDF: EN | FR

CANTILLON, BEA. UNIVERSITY OF ANTWERP. BELGIUM., NOVEMBER 2010

Poverty, investment and social security in rich egalitarian welfare states

PDF: EN | FR

KAWINSKI, MARCIN. DARIUSZ STANKO. JOANNA OWCZAREK. WARSAW SCHOOL OF

ECONOMICS. POLAND., NOVEMBER 2010

Protection mechanisms in the pension systems of the CEE countries

PDF: EN | FR

CHEKKI CHERNI, HOUYEM. TAHAR ABDESSALEM. UNIVERSITÉ DE LA MANOUBA. FAC-

ULTÉ DES SCIENCES ÉCONOMIQUE ET DE GESTION DE TUNIS.TUNISIE., NOVEMBER

2010

Reforming the financing of pension systems: New challenges and imple-

mentation in the case of Tunisia

PDF: EN | FR

ROSENSTEIN, EMILIE. JEAN-MICHEL BONVIN . HAUTE ECOLE SPÉCIALISÉE DE SUISSE

OCCIDENTALE. SUISSE., OCTOBER 2010

Reintegrating those in receipt of social benefits in periods of crisis: As-

sessment and issues raised by certain innovative practices in Switzerland

PDF: EN | FR

VAN HUIZEN, THOMAS. UTRECHT UNIVERSITY. NETHERLANDS., OCTOBER 2010

Savings accounts for unemployment: Assessing the impact on job search

behaviour
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PDF: EN | FR

SARFATI, HEDVA. ISSA CONSULTANT ON LABOUR MARKET AND WELFARE REFORMS.

GENEVA., NOVEMBER 2010

Securing decent pensions for nurses: Gaining insights for the issues at

stake for an atypical workforce

PDF: EN | FR | ES

MORENO DUPUICH, FRANKLING PERCY. SEGURO SOCIAL DE SALUD ESSALUD. PERÚ.,

NOVEMBER 2010

Solidarity social insurance for young people

PDF: EN

GIBBON, CHRIS, IBM. UNITED KINGDOM., NOVEMBER 2010

Six technologies that are changing social services and social security

worldwide

PDF: EN | FR

PRASAD, NAREN. MEGAN GERECKE. INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. GENEVA., NO-

VEMBER 2010

Social security spending in times of crisis

PDF: EN | FR

BARBIER, JEAN-CLAUDE. UNIVERSITY OF PARIS 1 PANTHÉON SORBONNE. FRANCE.,

OCTOBER 2010

The activation of social protection for the last 10 years in developed

countries: Was it a complete failure?

PDF: EN | FR

CARMONA, JHON. THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA.

SWITZERLAND., NOVEMBER 2010

The desirable effect of solidarity in the limitation of foreign investment

of pension funds
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PDF: EN | FR

FUKAWA, TETSUO. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF POPULATION AND SOCIAL SECURITY RE-

SEARCH. JAPAN., NOVEMBER 2010

The distributive impact of support measures for low-income families in

Japan

PDF: EN | FR

KATSUYA, YAMAMOTO. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF POPULATION AND SOCIAL SECURITY

RESEARCH. JAPON., NOVEMBER 2010

The evaluation of the DPJ's new pension scheme

PDF: EN | FR

OLIVIER, MARIUS PAUL. ADRIAAN WOLVAARDT. INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL

LAW AND POLICY. AUSTRALIA., NOVEMBER 2010

The extension of social protection to non-formal sector workers, with

specific reference to social insurance coverage: Some recent developing

country experiences

PDF: EN | FR

DUPPER, OCKERT. MARIUS PAUL OLIVIER. UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH. SOUTH

AFRICA. INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL LAW AND POLICY. AUSTRALIA., NOVEMBER 2010

The extension of social security coverage: A South African case study

PDF: EN | FR

ELVEREN, ADEM YAVUZ. KAHRAMANMARAS SUTCU IMAM UNIVERSITY. TURKEY., NOVEM-

BER 2010

The formalization of the labour market and social security deficits in

Turkey: What should be done?

PDF: EN | FR

PALME, JOAKIM, INSTITUTE FOR FUTURE STUDIES, SWEDEN, OCTOBER 2010

The Future of social security in a changing world: the quest for a social

investment approach
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PDF: EN | FR

CALVO BRALIC, ESTEBAN. HARVARD UNIVERSITY. UNITED STATES., NOVEMBER 2010

The impact of pension policy on older adults' life satisfaction: An analy-

sis of longitudinal multilevel data

PDF: EN | FR

TSAI, HUNG-JENG. CHINGLI YANG. NAN-HWA UNIVERSITY. NATIONAL CHENG-KUNG UNI-

VERSITY. THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA., NOVEMBER 2010

The political logic of the new cooperative medical scheme in China

PDF: EN | FR

MPEDI, LETLHOKWA GEORGE. CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL AND COMPARATIVE

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY LAW. SOUTH AFRICA., NOVEMBER 2010

The recent financial and economic crisis: Social security lessons for the

Southern African Development Community

PDF: EN | FR

OLIVIER, MARIUS PAUL. AVINASH GOVINDJEE. INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL

LAW AND POLICY. AUSTRALIA. NELSON MANDELA METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY. SOUTH

AFRICA., NOVEMBER 2010

The role of inter-governmental organizations in enhancing social pro-

tection in times of instability: Lessons from SADC

PDF: EN | FR

BARUTI, ELIAS E.M. THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES PENSION FUND. UNITED REPUBLIC OF

TANZANIA., NOVEMBER 2010

The role of pension funds as institutional investors in Tanzania: Chal-

lenges and opportunities

PDF: EN | FR

HEIDARY, ALI. REZA MANUCHEHRI RAD. SOCIAL SECURITY ORGANIZATION. AMIRKABIR

UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY. ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN., NOVEMBER 2010

The schematic framework for utilizing the Ministry of Welfare and Social

Security in Iran's Economic Reform Plan
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SHEEN, VERONICA. MONASH UNIVERSITY. AUSTRALIA., NOVEMBER 2010

The social risks of precarious employment for women
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Theme 1. Facing the challenges of an evolving population structure

There has been a fundamental transformation in recent years in the population structure,

which varies in relation to the level of development of countries. In the industrialized

countries, societies are ageing, which is giving rise to the emergence of a significant group

of older persons with full capacity for work, although they are outside the labour market,

while the countries of the South are now characterized by the youth of their societies, with a

plethora of young workers and pressure for emigration. In view of these upheavals, social

security programmes are being obliged to adapt their programmes rapidly to the new needs

of an increasing migrant population, often subject to precarious conditions of work, the

numbers of which will increase as the imbalance between societies widens. In the

industrialized countries, it will be a question of adapting to the redefinition of work and

retirement.

1.1. Struggling against precariousness in the labour market: what space  for
activation programmes and social investment policies?

Confronted with the consequences of the financial and economic crisis, the challenge for

vocational activation and reintegration programmes is not to deviate from their original

objective (renewing the skills of the workforce without interruption or unemployment). In
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order to do so, these measures have to form part of preventive social security policies, be

adapted to socio-economic situations which differ from those in which they were

implemented and, accordingly, be targeted more towards the new categories of persons at

risk. This is combined with the growing prevalence of highly productive economies in a world

that is increasingly globalized and competitive. In the context of the global knowledge

revolution, it is also urgent to allow social policies to go beyond remedial measures, and to

take the form of preventive action based on a logic of social investment. How can activation

programmes be maintained and reinforced during periods of economic crisis? What is the

impact on the most vulnerable categories? How can the human and social capital of young

generations be improved so that they can achieve long-term integration into the labour

market? How are social investment policies to be integrated more effectively into social

security programmes?

1.2. Facing population movements: Making social security accessible to migrants

The attraction of high-income countries for migrant workers, particularly due to the more

significant economic opportunities that they are able to offer, is combined with a

demographic transition characterized by the rapid ageing of the population in the latter

countries which is, in turn, likely to increase demand for foreign labour, thereby reinforcing

international migration flows. In view of these developments, it is urgent to identify the social

security needs of migrant populations that are principally active in sectors (construction,

manufacturing, hotels and catering, health care, education, domestic work and agriculture)

where the process is particularly advanced of the conditions of work becoming more flexible.

How must social security adapt its programmes to improve the integration of migrants and

low-skilled workers, as well as to facilitate the mobility of workers?

1.3. Redefining work and retirement in a long-life society: towards a new
management of ages

The increase in life expectancy, due in particular to the improvement in the health standards

of the elderly, has resulted in the emergence in a new population group, generally known as

the "elderly", which is fully capable of working even though it is outside the labour market. In

the context of the emergence of a society that lives longer, one-third of which is composed of

persons over 60 years of age, such a situation is not tenable. Over and above measures to

lengthen the period of occupational activity, it is necessary to introduce a new management

of age groups involving a process through which individuals optimize their chances of

achieving physical, social and mental well-being throughout their lives so as to live longer in

good health, remain productive and maintain their quality of life during the latter part of their

existence. How should social security adapt to this new situation? Through the abolition of
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Theme 2. Facing the challenges of multiple crises confronting the world
today

The paradigm change for social security cannot be circumvented in a global context affected

by multiple crises, of which the current economic and financial crisis is the most recent

manifestation. The consequences of an increasingly unstable world (high unemployment,

persistence of the informal economy, the increase in poverty and vulnerability, etc.)

emphasizes the importance of solidarity for social security policies. The challenge for social

security here is to make up for the inadequacies of the labour market, extend its coverage

and pursue economic development through dynamic policy-making.

2.1. Strengthening the legitimacy of social security in times of crises: Between
solidarity and dynamic social security

Demographic and family changes, the upheavals on the labour market, the financial crisis

and its economic corollary are challenging economic models based on the market economy

and growth, as well as social policy options which emphasize individual responsibility and

financial market performance. This, in turn, offers the opportunity to reinforce the legitimacy

of social security – both as an essential proactive component of a "good society" and as a

collective means of coming to the assistance of the population concerned and improving its

well-being – although with the challenge that it will be more dynamic if it renews its basic
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parameters. Can a new paradigm be conceptualized with a view to drawing up social

security reforms? Should it be based on solidarity and the characteristics of a dynamic

social security system? How would that take form in the context of specific social policies?

What new limits (standards) should there be for social security?

2.2. Financing issues: What innovations for a sustainable social security?
 

The financing of social security systems is confronted by two challenges which differ

appreciably from those experienced in recent decades. These include the ageing of the

population and the consequent increase in medical care, as well as the constant trend in the

labour market towards more precarious conditions and the stabilization of unemployment

rates at relatively high levels. Although there is a broad consensus on what is expected of

social security systems – the extension of coverage and the provision of adequate benefits –

these objectives can only be attained by guaranteeing the financial viability of benefit

programmes in the medium and long term. What new financing mechanisms are available

for a long-term sustainable social security system? What are the lessons to be drawn from

the various national experiences in this respect?

2.3. Questioning the issue of extension of coverage: Between myth and reality
 

The extension of social security coverage is one of the most difficult contemporary issues

confronting social policy. Studies estimate that between 70 and 80 per cent of the global

population live in conditions of "social insecurity". On the one hand, the industrialized

countries are subject to strong pressure to diminish the coverage of workers in a context of

international competition, precarious employment and the ageing of the population. On the

other hand, emerging countries are making progress in the extension of universal coverage

for the elderly and the poorest, although the informal economy is taking on significance and

jeopardizing all policies for the real extension of social security. What are the chances of

success for recent and innovative policies aimed at improving and extending social

security coverage? What are the long-term perspectives?
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Theme 3. Impact of major emerging mega-trends on social policies and
on forthcoming social security challenges

The major emerging trends, including societal, technological, environmental and geo-political

factors, represent a challenge for social security, which needs to investigate the best way of

facing up to them. The objective is to identify what will be at stake for social security

administrations in the five, ten or even twenty years to come and to develop a forward-

looking vision to respond to these challenges when they arise.

3.1. Rethinking the design of social security in an unstable world: How to cope with
the challenges posed by external "stresses"

The new exogenous "stress factors", consisting of global warming and environmental issues,

population movements in an environment that is changing rapidly and the scope of new

pandemics, are becoming increasingly significant. In this respect, they imply the need to

rethink the architecture of social security with a view to responding to the new expectations

arising out of these changes. This is particularly true for low and middle income countries, in

view of the fact that their formal social protection system is far from covering the whole of the

population and that informal schemes are struggling due to the rapidity of economic, social

and demographic transformations. Under these circumstances, research needs to be

undertaken and policy recommendations made in respect of both existing schemes and new
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programmes. How can the impact of exogenous factors on social security programmes be

assessed? How can they be confronted?

3.2. Impact of new technologies on social policies and the effectiveness of citizen-
oriented approach
 

Social security institutions are today developing in a new environment characterized by new

demands. The economic slowdown that is currently being experienced may offer these

institutions an opportunity to adopt a balanced vision of their activities and to create

possibilities for change which may help them to become more effective and better organized

in time. Administrators have the opportunity to engage in innovations which can help them to

confront the new situation of multiple challenges and decreased resources. They also need

to find the means of optimizing the value of existing programmes and services, while

developing new strategies that are capable of responding to the needs of the personnel and

the expectations of clients, for example by developing the permanent participation of citizens

in the formulation of policies and programmes. How can social security be adapted to the

new requirements of the knowledge economy and the digital economy? What impact may

new technologies have in return on social security in terms of governance values and

methods?

3.3. The emergence of new leading economic powers: What new values for social
security policies?
 

The emergence of new economic powers will lead to changes in the conception of social

security. The "European" and "Anglo-Saxon" models will now be confronted with new

approaches adopted by recent arrivals on the international scene. For example, Brazil, the

Russian Federation, India and China (the BRIC countries) will question existing social

security models in the light of their own principles and values and will participate in

disseminating original types of social security policies that will find their place in countries at

differing income levels and with different institutional architectures. How will these

geo-political developments fashion a new future for social security? What impact will they

have on the principal issues of the extension of social protection coverage, the ageing of

the population and the increasing informality of the labour market?
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